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Parish Councillors, you are hereby summoned to a meeting of

Dinedor Parish Council
will be held on Tuesday 18" August 2026 at 6.00pm
At Dinedor Village Hall

AGENDA

To receive Apologies, Declarations of Interest and requests for dispensations
Minutes
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 21% July 2026
Public participation:
3.1 Ward Councillors Report
3.2  Matters raised by members of the public in attendance
3.3 Police Matters
Planning Matters
4.1  To consider planning applications now due for observations, if any:
4.2  To note planning applications notified for permitted development, if any
4.3 To note planning decisions by Herefordshire Council since the last meeting
4.4 Planning enforcement matters
Highway Matters
5.1 Lengthsman Scheme
5.2 Drainage scheme
5.2.1 To note additional funding available under the scheme
5.2.2 To note update on works agreed at the last meeting
5.3 Public Rights of Way
5.3.1 Footpaths Officer report
5.3.2 Update on PROW funding application
5.4 Update on Traffic Calming proposals
5.5 Update on work on Dinedor Camp access road
Dinedor Camp
6.1 Report from Dinedor Camp Steering Group, if any
6.2  Toreceive an update on the proposed installation of Openreach broadband
infrastructure across Parish Council-owned meadow land and to consider
arrangements for professional advice and future negotiations
Village Hall Matters
Information item: Clerks Report
Financial Matters:
9.1 To note and confirm payments and transfers made between meetings:
e Transfer of £8,500 to savings account —27.7.2026
e Print Plus
July newsletter printing £55.00
9.2  To authorise payments now due:
e Unity Bank
Bank charges due 31.8.2026 (DD) £7.00




10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.

17
18.

19.

20.
23,

e HMRC
Tax & NI due on August salary payment
(due September) £108.21
e E.Kelso
Office expenses (stationery, defib supplies,
ink) £151.56
VAT £30.31
Total £181.87
9.3  To note budget report and bank reconciliation as at 31.7.2026
To consider application for Nature and Biodiversity Grant to support Dinedor Camp
maintenance
To consider application for grant funding from Unity Trust Impact Fund
Requests for councillor training, if any
Information item: Reports from Councillors
Date of next meeting and items for the agenda
Exclusion of the public: To consider the resolution that due to the confidential
nature of the business of the next agenda items, that members of the public be
excluded from the following agenda items in accordance with the provisions of the
Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960(3)
Investment strategy
16.1 To consider draft investment policy for parish council funds
16.2 To confirm minimum balances to be held in accordance with investment
policy
To consider draft business continuity plan
To consider proposal for the provision of mobile phone for parish council business to
be used by the Clerk
To consider the terms of a lease and options for renegotiation and/or renewal and, if
approved to agree provision of legal advice for the parish council
To consider preparation for parish council elections in May 2027
To consider informal strategy/training session for the parish council

Ly Reloo

Clerk, Dinedor Parish Council

¢/o 5 Deerhurst Drive, Belmont, Hereford HR2 7XX

E-Mail: clerk@dinedorparishcouncil.gov.uk. Website: www.Dinedorparishcouncil.gov.uk
Issued: 12.8.2026

Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings of the parish council and may, at the
discretion of the Chair, speak on some agenda items. In the interests of the health and well being
of councillors, staff and members of the public in attendance, please do not attend the meeting if
you are unwell.

For further information about the work of the parish council or meeting procedures, please contact
the Parish Clerk at the address above.
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cIerk@dinedorparishcounciI.gov.uk

e e e ——————————"
From: Floodrisk <floodrisk@herefordshire.gov.uk>
Sent: 04 August 2026 09:08
To: clerk@dinedorparishcouncil.gov.uk
Subject: Drainage grant 2026/27
Attachments: Drainage Grant Invoice Template.docx; Drainage Grant Claim Form.docx; Drainage

Grant Guidance Notes 26-27.pdf

OFFICIAL

Dear Clerk,

Thank you for submitting an application for the 2026/27 Drainage Grant for which we received a high
level of interest.

After careful consideration, based on the information we have received, we are pleased to confirm
the following:

Project reference Category Cost 25/26

Dinedor DPC 26-27/004 Maintenance | £1,500.00 | No

We have attached a set of guidance notes that provides information on what you now need to do,
along with a Drainage grant Claim Form which you need to sign and return. You will receive a contract
variation shortly, please complete the On Behalf of Service Provider section at the top of the second
page and return to us.

We have also attached an invoice template for you to use, to ensure all information Herefordshire
Council requires to process invoices is included.

Your Purchase Order number will follow shortly. Please include this on all invoices for this grant.

Please note that the funding approved for capital projects can only be used for the
works stated above. Maintenance funding may be used for any maintenance works approved by us.
If capital schemes are not completed, funding granted for them cannot be diverted to maintenance.

For capital schemes requiring traffic management, Herefordshire Council requires at least 12 weeks
notice for permits.

In order to maintain an accurate asset register, please confirm with at least 4 weeks notice when
capital works are scheduled to be completed, and by which contractor.

Please note, claims may not be accepted without proper notice or proof of works as above. If works

applied for have not been approved or refused above, they are still under consideration and we will
confirm the outcome shortly.
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Description of Proposed Works (insert further copies as required)

Ref No.

(Please provide a reference number for each of the proposed
works)
DPC 26-27/004

Were these works
approved under the
2025/26 Scheme?

¥ES NO

Location of works
(What3Words)

(Please provide a What3Words location for your proposal. If
multiple locations are included for maintenance of existing
assets/features, please list all relevant What3Words locations on a
separate supporting sheet)

1. U72009.At junction with B4399. respond trickling loves.

2. U72009.Village Hall Area. hoped happily ambition.

3. U72010. At junction with U72009. doubt giving vesting.

4. U72009. before tent paramedic.

5. U72009. cooking kinder reinstate.

Type of works bid for

Maintenance of existing assets/features (£4k limit)

(delete as appropriate)

Short description of
works

(Please provide a short description of what you are proposing, e.g.
ditching work along X Road)

Clear silt and debris from kerb and verge line where road gully
drainage networks are situated.
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| Outline any traffic
management
measures that will be
required as part of
the works (if
applicable)

Photographs or plans

This must include a
sketch drawing on a
map showing the
location and extents
of work

(Please include any photographs or plans that demonstrate the need
for maintenance of existing assets/features, or that support requests
for the creation of new assets/feature)
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Amount bid for

£1500

(Please show a breakdown of your bid)

Labour and Plant £1500




Dinedor Parish Council
Meeting to be held on 18" August 2026
Clerk’s Report — Agenda item 8

The following items are brought to members attention but not the subject of a separate agenda
item:

1. Parish Councillor Vacancy

There has been no request to Herefordshire Council for an election to full the current vacancy on
the parish council so we are now free to co-opt to fill that vacancy. Members are reminded that
if they are aware of anyone who might be interested, please ask them to contact the clerk as
there are some checks that need to take place before any co-option.



Dinedor Parish Council
Bank Reconciliation
Year to 31.3.2027

Opening Balance £ 5603.79

Add receipts £13,935.18

Less expenditure £ 6,733.93

Balance £12,805.04

Meeting: 18-Aug

Per bank statement: 31.7.2026 20446000
205512154

Add: Receipts since statement

Less: Payments since statement

Has~on Q3

£ 1,173.43
£11,631.61

£12,805.04



Dinedor Parish Council 2026-2027

Year to Actual Budget Forecast
31.3.2026 to 31.7.2026 2026-7
Income
Precept £ 11,000.00 £ 750000 £ 15,000.00
Grants £ 3437.00 £ 363400 £ 2,237.00
Qutdoor Centre Insurance
reimbursement £ 781.12 £820.18 £ 800.00
Transmitter income £ 2,000.00 £ 2,000.00
Insurance Claim
VAT reclaim £ 226281 £ 1,965.85
Bank Interest £ 68.20 £ 15.15 £ 70.00
Total income: £ 1954913 £ 13,935.18 [£_20,107.00] £ .
Expenditure
General Expenditure
Staff costs £ 586944 £ 2177.05 £ 6,000.00
General Office Costs £ 117596 £ 21661 £ 750.00
Room Hire £ 283.00 £ 120.00 £ 250.00
Insurance £ 183258 £ 1,873.24 £ 2,000.00
Repairs & Maintenance - Other £ -
Repairs & Maintenance -
Footpaths £ -
Repairs & Maintenance -
Drainage £ -
Repairs & Maintenance -
Lengthsman £ 726136 £ 102740 £ 1,500.00
Repairs & Maintenance - Camp £ 187209 £ - £ 3,000.00
Purchases, other £ 540.83 £ - £ 500.00
Subscriptions £ 470.02 £ - £ 600.00
Audit Fees £ 332.90 £ 347.35 £ 350.00
Election costs £ - £ -
Advertising/publicity £ -
Training £ - £ 60.00
Website £ 225.00 £ - £ 250.00
Newsletter £ 330.00 £ 110.00 £ 350.00
Miscellaneous i - £ - £ 100.00
VAT £ 196585 £ 302.28
Other Expenditure
Legal costs - £ -
Donations & Grants £ 560.00 £ 560.00 £ 1,000.00
Total Expenditure £ 2271003 £ 673393 [E_16,710.00] £ -
Net expenditure: £ 3,69.90 £ 7,201.25 £ 3,397.00 £ -
(income-expenditure)
Reserves:
Opening Balance ¢ 877369 £ 560379 £ 5,603.79
Add: Net expenditure £ 316990 £ 720125 £ 3,397.00
Closing Balance: £ 560379 £ 1280504 £ 9,000.79 £ -
Budget review Dinedor Parish Council

Year to date



Rereor a2

OFFICIAL

. Herefordshire >»
O COl.InCil Fcc Environment

| sNature and Biodiversity Community Fund
Application Form

It is important to complete the application form carefully, as it will be used to assess your
proposal.

Please ensure that you answer every question. Please note that the boxes will expand as you
type into them. Please refer to the guidance notes for how to complete this application form.

Please keep a copy of the form if you are successful, as you will need to refer to it when reporting
on the progress of your project.

Project Title

| Dinedor Camp Hillfort Meadow Restoration and Biodiversity Enhancement Project | —--'[Formatted: Font color: Text 1

[ Formatted: Font color: Text 1

Section 1 - Contact details
| 1.1 Organisation name Camp Steering Group. Dinedor Parish Council

1.2 Primary contact's details

Title MR

Name MALCOLM LOUCH

Position COUNCILLOR

Address THE NEW BARN, DINEDOR COURT

DINEDOR. HEREFORD

Postcode HR2 6LG
Daytime telephone 07443909955
Mobile telephone 07443909955
Email address Malcolm.Louch@DinedorParishCouncil.org.uk
Type of organisation Click or tap here to enter text.
Company/Charity No. Ciick or tap here fo enter text.
(if applicable)

‘ Can your organisation Yes ML fill in number below No [J
recover VAT? VAT number Click or tap here to enter text.

1.3 Briefly describe your organisation’s main purpose including the services or activities you
provide and who they are provided for. Please include how long the organisation has been
established for. If you are a new group, please state what you intend to achieve. Please
include a link to your website if you have one.

Dinedor Parish Council serves the local community of Dinedor Parish and is responsible

for supporting community wellbeing, environmental stewardship and the protection of

local assets. The Council works in partnership with residents, volunteers and other
organisations to maintain and enhance public spaces, biodiversity, local heritage and
community facilities.The Council has particular responsibility for Dinedor Camp, an Iron

Mature and Biodiversity Community Grant Scheme Application form Page 1
I 11/08/202626/05/2028
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Aage hillfort and Scheduled Monument of significant archaeological. historical and
environmental importance. Through the Dinedor Camp Steering Group and local
volunteers, the Council supports the ongoing conservation, maintenance and enjoyment
of the site for residents, visitors and educational groups.

Website address: hitps://dinedorparishcouncil.gov.uk/community-asset-transfer/

1.4 Is your organisation affiliated to another body? Or partnering with another organisation for this
funding application?

Affiliated Yes (provide details below) [ No K&
Details: Click or tap here to enter text

Partner Yes (provide details below) O No B&=
Details: Click or tap here to enter text.

Section 2 — Project Purpose and details

2.1 Please provide a brief summary of your project. Describe why you want to do this project in no
more than 500 words. What works will be done and what will the funding be used for? What
needs have you identified and how will this project address them?

The project will restore approximately 1.25 hectares of Dinedor Camp. a Scheduled
Monument currently listed on Historic England's Heritage at Risk Register.The site is
affected by dense bracken, bramble regrowth and coarse grassland which are reducing
biodiversity. suppressing native plants and obscuring important archaeological features.
The project will establish a long-term programme of ecological restoration and
sustainable meadow management.Grant funding will be used to employ specialist
contractors using low-ground-pressure machinery suitable for sensitive archaeological
sites. The work will include clearance of invasive vegetation, removal of bracken litter and
accumulated thatch, establishment of Yellow Rattle and native wildflower species, and
implementation of a cut-and-collect management regime.The project will be delivered
over five vears. Initial years will focus on site restoration and meadow establishment,
followed by ongoing meadow management and monitoring to ensure long-term
success. The project supports biodiversity recovery. pollinator habitat creation, landscape
conservation and protection of the archaeological earthworks. It will also provide
opportunities for community participation through volunteer work parties, biodiversity
monitoring and educational activities.A key objective is to contribute towards the eventual
removal of Dinedor Camp from Historic England's Heritage at Risk Register while
creating a species-rich grassland habitat that can be sustainably managed into the future.

Nature and Biodiversity Community Grant Scheme Application form Page 2
11/08/202629/0512026
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2.2 Proposed location where the project will take place including postcode. Please include/attach
a plan of the site showing the works you want to carry out.

Plan to be Added

Grid reference (if known)
Parish DINEDOR
Postcode NONE

2.3 Does your organisation own the land where the project is planned?

Yes B No O

If ‘No' please state who the landowner is and provide evidence that permission for the project at
the given location

Dinedor Parish Council owns Dinedor Camp and the adjoining woodland areas. The
Parish Council therefore has full authority to undertake the proposed habitat restoration
and meadow management works. subject to any necessary consents relating to the
Scheduled Monument designation. The project is being developed and overseen in
partnership with the Dinedor Camp Steering Group.

2.4 Please tell us about the land and how it is currently being used A |

Dinedor Camp is an Iron Age hillfort and Scheduled Monument located within Dinedor
Parish. The site is publicly accessible and widely used by local residents and visitors for
recreation. walking. education and enjoyment of the surrounding landscape.Parts of the
site have become dominated by dense bracken, bramble regrowth and coarse grassland.
Whilst volunteer management has helped maintain access and visibility in some areas.
vegetation continues to threaten biodiversity value and obscure important archaeological

features.The proposed project area covers approximately 1.25 hectares and has been
identified as suitable for restoration to specles-rich meadow habitat.

2.5 Please describe how the land will be maintained and/or any volunteer programmes sustained
after this project ends?

The project has been designed as a five-year programme to establish a sustainable
management regime rather than a one-off intervention.By Year 5 the project area will be
manaaed through an annual cuf-and-collect regime to maintain low nutrient levels and
encourage species-rich grassiand. The Dinedor Camp Steering Group and Parish Council
will continue to oversee management of the site, supported by volunteers undertaking

Mature and Biodiversity Community Grant Scheme Application form Page 3
11/08/20
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monitoring, habitat recording and practical conservation activities.The project will leave
behind a clear management framework that can be continued beyond the grant period as
part of the long-term stewardship of Dinedor Camp.

2.6 Have you obtained any professional advice on your proposal?

Yes (provide details below) [l No [

Details The proposal has been developed with reference to ongoing discussions with
Historic England regarding the long-term management of Dinedor Camp. a Scheduled
Monument currently included on the Heritage at Risk Register. Historic England has
encouraged positive management of the site to improve its condition and support its
eventual removal from the Register. The proposed meadow restoration project aligns with
these objectives by addressing bracken and scrub encroachment, improving the condition

of the earthworks, and establishing a sustainable long-term management regime. The
project will utilise appropriate low-ground-pressure machinery and management
techniques suitable for a sensitive archaeological site. Historic England's guidance will
continue to be taken into account as the project develops and contractor specifications
are finalised. In addition. advice has been sought from organisations and contractors with
expertise in habitat restoration, meadow creation and management of environmentally
sensitive sites. The project will continue to draw upon specialist ecological and
conservation advice during the implementation phase.

2.7 Please complete the Nature and Biodiversity Community Grant Scheme Project Costs
spreadsheet to demonstrate your costs: including details of other funding sources for your project
(if relevant - match funding is not required for this grant scheme); copies of quotes must be
provided for items over £250.

THERE IS NO SPREADSHEET SO | HAVE REQUESTED THIS -SEE SEPARATE SUMMARY
QUOTATIONS ARE BEING REQUESTED,

-

2.8 Please evidence your experience/knowledge of delivering projects of this kind (in 500 words
or less)

'[Formaﬂad: Underline

Formatted: Line spacing: single, Border: Top: (No
border), Bottom: (No border), Left: {No border), Right:
(Mo border), Bar : (No border), Pattern: Clear

Dinedar Parish Council and the Dinedor Camp Steering Group have extensive
experience in the care and management of Dinedor Camp.Volunteers reqularly undertake
practical conservation work, vegetation management, access improvements and
monitoring activities across the site. The Council has successfully coordinated volunteer
programmes, worked with external contractors and collaborated with Historic England
and other stakeholders on management of this Scheduled Monument.Recent projects
have included vegetation clearance to improve views and access, public engagement
work. footpath improvements and delivery of heritage conservation initiatives. The

Nature and Biodiversity Community Grant Scheme Application form Page 4
11/08/202620/05/2026




OFFICIAL

Council also has experience of obtaining and managing grant-funded projects and
ensuring that works are completed in accordance with funding requirements.The
proposed project builds on this experience by combining volunteer invalvement with
specialist contractor support to deliver a larger-scale ecological restoration programme.

2.0 Please tick which of the project outcomes your project will deliver and, for each, also outline
how your project will deliver the project outcome.

1. Contribute to improving an identified high priority habitat K&

2. Benefit local wildlife BE
3. Improve public access to nature RE
4. Provide a range of natural environment R

volunteering or learning opportunities

5. Increase environmental data recording and data sharing K&
6. Help to sustain distinctive landscapes HI
7. Help an existing project adapt to climate change )
8. Include use of sustainable materials, recycling and / or
locally sourced materials. O
9. Contribute to the Herefordshire Council climate and / or
ecological declaration HK=
10. Enhance native species planting or plants with
climate adaptability. ==
How will each outcome be achieved? The project will improve a significant area of

grassland through bracken and scrub reduction, establishment of native wildflowers and
implementation of a long-term meadow management programme. Habitat quality for
pollinators, insects and other wildlife will be enhanced whilst maintaining public access

and protectina archaeological features. Volunteers will participate in project delivery,
habitat monitoring and community engagement activities.

How will you measure it? i Area of habitat restored (hectares).» Number
of volunteer days.. Wildflower establishment and species diversity. Reduction in
bracken and scrub cover.c Annual monitoring reporis.» Photographic comparison of
restored areas.

What evidence will you supply in the project progress report? ° Before and after
photographs.. Contractor invoices and work records.. Volunteer attendance
records.. Monitoring surveys.. Management reporis.» Evidence of
completed restoration works.

| Section 3 — Management, monitoring and evaluation

Nalure and Biodiversity Community Grant Scheme Application form Page 5
11/08/202628/05/2026



OFFICIAL

3.1 How many people are involved in running your group/organisation?

Management committee: 8

Volunteers: 10

Other: Click or tap here to enter fext.

3.2 Who will have overall responsibility for making this project/activity happen and how will they
do this?

The project will be overseen by Dinedor Parish Council working in conjunction with the
Dinedor Camp Steering Group. Day-to-day project management will be undertaken by a
dedicated project working group comprising Parish Councillors and Steering Group
members.The group will be responsible for obtaining quotations. appointing contractors,
coordinating volunteer activities, liaising with Historic England and other stakeholders,
monitoring progress, managing expenditure and ensuring compliance with grant
conditions.Regular progress reports will be provided to Dinedor Parish Council and
project outcomes will be reviewed annually throughout the five-year delivery period.

3.3 Who will be responsible for keeping an account of project?

Financial management of the project will be undertaken by Dinedor Parish Council
through its Responsible Financial Officer and Parish Clerk, with expenditure monitored by
the Parish Council and reported through its normal financial governance procedures.All
project expenditure, invoices. quotations. grant claims and supporting documentation will
be retained in accordance with the Council's financial requlations and grant requirements

3.4 What records will you keep to be able to provide the information necessary for monitoring this
project? Forexample, case studies, physieal site survey, photographic evidence demonstrating
‘before’ and ‘after’ photographs, and who is involved in the project.

The project will maintain photographic records. site survey information, contractor reports.
volunteer records, biodiversity monitoring data, invoices, guotations and financial records.
Before and after photographs will be taken to demonstrate habitat improvements. Annual
monitoring reports will be produced to assess progress against project objectives.

Nature and Biodiversity Community Grant Scheme Application form Page 6
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3.5 What are the key activities and expected timescales for your project including Start date and
expected completion dates
(Please add additional lines if needed)

1Grant award. confirmation of project team. obtaining contractor quotations, finalisation of
specifications and management plans 01/10/2026

2Historic England liaison. contractor appointment and site preparation
Click or tap to enter 2 date.

3Click or tap here io enter text. Click or tap to enter a date.

3.6 Outputs - The achievements produced by a product are it's "outputs’

Put the number currently in the second column and the number of addition outputs that you
expect if awarded the grant in the box under ‘Additional’ in the third column.

You only need to include the outputs that are relevant to your project.

For example: Number of new or enhanced spaces created, sqm of new green spaces created,
sqm of enhanced green space created, number of community groups involved with the project

Activity description Current number Additional number expected
Reinstatement of Wildflower Meadow 0 1.25 Hectares

Click or tap here to entertext.  Click or tap here to entertext.  Click or tap here to enter text

Ciick or tap here io enter text.  Click or tap here to enterfext.  Click or tap here to enter text.

Click or tap here to enter text.  Click or tap here to enter text.  Click or tap here to enter text.

3.7 How do you intend to keep your local community involved and informed regarding your
project?

Progress will be communicated through Dinedor Parish Council meetings. the Parish
Council website, newsletters. noticeboards and social media. Reqular updates will be
provided on restoration activities. biodiversity improvements and project milestones.Local
volunteers will be encouraged fo participate in practical conservation activities, including
vegetation management. habitat monitoring. wildlife recording and meadow maintenance.
Opportunities will also be provided for residents to assist with biodiversity surveys and
photographic monitoring of the site's restoration.The project will include community
engagement activities to raise awareness of both the environmental and historical
importance of Dinedor Camp. Interpretation signage will be installed to explain the
restoration programme, the site's archaeological significance and the biodiversity benefits
beina delivered.By combining professional conservation work with local volunteer
participation, the project will strengthen community ownership of the site and help ensure
that the benefits of the restoration programme continue beyond the grant period.

| 3.8 Please list any insurances, risk assessments, permissions or licences required for this project.

Mature and Biodiversity Community Grart Scheme Application form Page 7
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Please give details and state whether they have been obtained, if not when you expect to hear.

The following permissions and controls are anticipated: Scheduled Monument
consent and/or agreement with Historic England where required. Contractor public
liability insurance.c Contractor risk assessments and method statements.=Parish Council
risk assessments for volunteer activities.» Appropriate machinery approvals where
required by Historic England.e Landowner consent (already satisfied through Dinedor
Parish Council ownership of the site).Some permissions and contractor documentation

will be obtained following confirmation of grant funding and appointment of
contractors.

3.9 Please describe, in no more than 250 words, what success looks like for this project and how
you will measure that success.

Success will be the restoration of approximately 1.25 hectares of Dinedor Camp to a
species-rich meadow habitat managed under a sustainable long-term regime. Bracken
and scrub cover will be significantly reduced. native wildflowers established and
biodiversity enhanced through improved habitat for pollinators and other wildlife. The
project will also contribute to the conservation of the archaeological earthworks by
reducing damaging vegetation and implementing management practices appropriate for a
Scheduled Monument.Community involvement will be demonstrated through volunteer
participation, monitoring activities and increased public awareness of the site's heritage
and environmental value. The project will create a lasting ecological improvement that can
be maintained bevond the grant period and contribute towards the longer-term objective
of removing Dinedor Camp from Historic England's Heritage at Risk Register.

4.0 Fraud statement

Nature and Biodiversity Community Grant Scheme Application form Page 8
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By completing the application, you are confirming that you are eligible for the grant. If your
eligibility circumstances change after making an application or receiving this funding, you must
notify us immediately.

FCC Environment will not accept deliberate manipulation or fraud, and any instances will be
actively investigated. Any individual who falsifies their records or dishonestly provides inaccurate
information to gain grant money will face prosecution. FCC Environment reserves the right to
recoup funds and claw back any grants paid in error.

5.0 Data Protection

FCC Waste Services (UK) Limited is the Data Controller under data protection law for any
personal data provided by you and we will only use the information you provide on this form to
administer, process and assess your application for funding under the Nature Biodiversity
Community Grant and to administer any funding if your application is successful. The legal basis
for processing this data is that it is necessary for the performance of a contract with you or to
take steps preparatory to such a contract.

Individuals have a number of rights under data protection law, including the right to request their
information. You also have a right to make a complaint about our handling of your personal data
to the Information Commissioner's Office hitps://ico.org.uk/

We will keep your data once an application is approved and funding released for the period of 7
years as defined by the funding body.

Information may be shared with other persons or organisations helping us with the assessment
and monitoring of applications. Information you provide may also be shared with government
departments, agencies and third parties appointed in connection with the administration of this
grant.

Your application checklist:

Have you completed all of the sections?
Have you included a map/plan of the site
Permission from the Landowner (if relevant)
Have you enclosed an Excel spreadsheet showing your breakdown of costs and provided quotes
for items over £2507 O

ooo

| 6.0 Declaration

Nature and Biodiversity Community Grant Scheme Application form Page 9
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Signatures are required from two people who are authorised to sign on behalf of your
organisation and will usually be the Director/Chair plus one other senior member e.g-
Treasurer. Please do not type your signature, electronic signatures are required.

l/we confirm that l/we have read and understood the Fraud Prevention Notice and confirm
that the information contained within this application form is true and accurate.

Name 1. Click or tap here to enfer text Position: Ciick or tap here to enter text.
Signature 1 Date: Click or tap to enter a date.
Name 2: Click or tap here to enter text. Position: Click or tap here to enter text.
Signature 2 Date: Click or tap to enter 2 date

Please note that you are signing on behalf or your organisation — we may require copies of minutes
or other evidence to show that your organisation has agreed to undertake this project/activity

If your application is approved you will need to provide the following documents before an
offer is made:

o A copy of your organisation’s constitution

« A recent bank statement showing your organisation’s name, account number and sort
code

« Supporting evidence that other funding is in place (where relevant)

o Copies of any relevant licences/permissions or insurances

« A copy of your equality policy (if in existence)

In order to help us improve our service, please comment on how easy you found this form to
complete. What would make it easier?

Click or tap here o entor text.

Please submit your application by email:

To: biodiversity@fccenvironment.co.uk

Please ensure that the file name of each document attached to the email includes the name
of your organisation.

Sending by email is the preferred method. However, if you are unable to submit your application
electronically, by post to:

Mature and Blodiversity Community Grant Scheme Application form Page 10
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FCC Environment
Grafton Depot
Ross Road
Hereford

HR2 8BH

Please let FCC Environment know via telephone call or email if you have posted your application.

Nature and Biodiversity Community Grant Scheme Application form Page 11
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Dinedor Parish Council

Annual Investment Strategy 2026-7

Introduction

14,

1.2.

1.3.

2.1.

2.2,

2.3.

3.1.

HM Government issued statutory guidance on local government investments,
under section 15(1)(a) of the Local Government Act 2003. Under that section,
local authorities including parish councils are required to ‘have regard’ to ‘such
guidance as the Secretary of State may issue.’

The guidance states that for each financial year, a local authority should prepare
at least one investment strategy which should be approved by the full council
and be made publicly available. The term ‘investment’ covers all financial assets
of a local authority as well as other non-financial assets that the organisation
holds primarily or partially to generate a profit.

The guidance is effective for financial years commencing on or after 1 April 2018.
It applies to parish councils whose investments exceed or are expected to
exceed £100,000 at any time during the financial year. Where a parish council
expects its investments to be between £10,000 and £100,000 it is encouraged to
adopt the principles of the guidance.

Key Principles of the Strategy

The Parish Council will have regard to such guidance as the Secretary of State
has issued and may issue.

The strategy is based on two major principles of security (protecting the Parish
Council’s funds from loss) and liquidity (ensuring funds are available when
needed), plus a subsidiary principle of yield (where consistent with security and
liquidity).

Borrowing by the Parish Council is regulated by law. The Council is not allowed to
borrow more than or in advance of its needs purely to profit from investment of
borrowed funds.

Investments Covered by the Guidance

For the purposes of the guidance, Financial Investments are financial assets
comprising Specified Investments, Loans and Non-Specified Investments.

3.1.1. Specified Investments are denominated in sterling, provide a right of
repayment within one year and are not classified as capital expenditure
under HM Government regulations. They are made with bodies or



3.2.

4.1,

4.2.

4.3.

4.4,

schemes of high quality, which may include the UK Government, local
authority, or other town/parish council.

3.1.2. Loans mean loans made to appropriate organisations as part of a strategy
to promote local economic growth.

3.1.3. Non-specified Investments do not satisfy the Specified Investments
criteria; therefore, they generally carry greater risk. The Parish Council
does not make non-specified investments.

For the purposes of the guidance, Non-Financial Investments are non-financial
assets held primarily or partially to generate a profit. The Parish Council
considers that its non-financial assets do not qualify as investments because
they are held solely for community and/or operational reasons and not for any
profit motive. This does not obviate the need for the Parish Council to ensure (a)
it achieves value for money when acquiring or otherwise taking on a non-
financial asset and (b) it monitors asset values to ensure adequate insurance
cover is maintained. Non-financial assets are listed in the Parish Council’s asset
register which supports insurance cover maintained by the Parish Council, the
register records historic cost and separately insured replacement values.

Management of Parish Council Specified Investments

The Parish Council’s Specified Investments comprise cash balances held in
accounts with one or more recognised financial institutions. At the end of March
2026, cash balances amounted to £5,603.79 but during 2026-7 may periodically
exceed £10,000 upon receipt of the precept and external grant funding. Cash
balances are recorded in the Parish Council’s annual statement of accounts and
in the annual return. These documents are published on the Parish Council
website.

The Parish Council will maintain a bank current account for making and receiving
payments. The minimum balance to be held in this account will be agreed by

Council on an annual basis, nominally at the Annual Meeting of the Parish
Council held in May each year or at such other meeting as may be considered
appropriate.

The Parish Council will hold one or more interest bearing accounts for surplus
funds.

Accounts will be selected according to the principles of security, liquidity and
yield.

4.4.1. Security: The Parish Council will seek to protect surplus funds
from loss by:



e opening accounts only with institutions of high quality, with
regards to relevant sources of financial, economic and ratings
information

¢ having regard to industry deposit protection schemes such as
the Financial Services Compensation Scheme

e eliminating exchange risk by holding all balances in sterling

e making regular checks to ensure compliance with the relevant
limits

4.4.2. Liquidity: The Parish Council will seek to ensure sufficient funds
are readily available to meet its expenditure commitments by
holding surplus funds in accounts:

e from which transfers can easily be made to the Parish
Council’s current account, e.g., managed via online banking.

e which require no more than 95 days’ notice to withdraw funds.
Regular checks will be made to identify forthcoming payment
requirements and to ensure appropriate funds are available.

4.4.3. Yield: When deciding where to hold surplus funds, the Parish
Council will consider what yields are available. It will seek to
maximise yield as long as the prudential objectives of security and
liquidity are met.

5. Loans

5.1.

B2,

5.3.

From time to time the Parish Council’s investments may include loans made to
local enterprises, local charities, wholly owned companies or joint ventures as
part of a wider strategy to enhance the local facilities, services and environment.

Requests for loans will be considered on a case-by-case basis and particularly
against criteria of security and liquidity.

In particular, the following conditions will apply:

= The Parish Council must see satisfactory evidence of the borrower’s ability to
repay the loan

= The granting of any loan must be approved by the Full Council

= Any loan shall be documented by an agreement between the parties in writing,
which shall include the term of the loan and repayment arrangements

= The total sum outstanding by way of Parish Council loans must be
proportionate and within an overall limit for this type of loan that has been
agreed by the Parish Council

= The Parish Council will account for any expected loss in accordance with the
requirements of statutory guidance.



6.1.

6.2.

5l

7.2,

7.3.

Capacity, Skills and Culture

The Parish Council commits to ensuring that members and staff involved in
decisions relating to and management of investments have the relevant
capacity, skills and information to make informed decisions as to whether to
enter into a specific investment, to evaluate individual investments in the
context of strategic objectives and to understand the impact of decisions on the
overall risk exposure of the Parish Council.

The Parish Council will meet its commitment by providing training, using external

advisers and reporting and communicating through appropriate communication
channels.

Transparency and Democratic Accountability
This Investment Strategy shall be reviewed each year and presented for approval
of Council; wherever possible, this shall happen at the annual meeting of the

parish council.

Proposals for any material changes during the year will be presented to the
Council for approval.

This Investment Strategy and subsequent updates will be published on the
Parish Council website.
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Dinedor Parish Council
Meeting to be held on 18" August 2026
Agenda item: Parish Council mobile phone

Introduction

The purpose of this agenda item is to consider the purchase or lease of a mobile phone for
parish council work

Background

Mobile phones are an integral part of life particularly as landline service is moved over to
digital by providers and communication by methods other than voice become more
prevalent. In the same way that a computer/laptop has become an integral part of the
equipment to enable parish councils to undertake their work, so a mobile phone owned by
the parish council becomes more relevant.

The main advantages of a parish council owned mobile phone are:

1. A dedicated mobile phone number for parish council work provides a more professional
approach so that whoever has the phone knows the call is for the parish council and can
answer accordingly.

2. If the clerk is unwell, on holiday or otherwise unavailable for a lengthy period of time,
the phone can be handed to a locum or councillor so that important calls or messages
are not lost or missed due to absence.

3. A specific or appropriate out of office message can be set up for messages etc. so that
the caller knows their message has been received by the parish council and when it may
be responded to. Again, this provides a more professional response as a local authority.

4. Any calls, texts, emails or documents connected to the work of the parish council are
potentially subject to a freedom of information request or subject access request and
might need to be surrendered if ordered by the Information Commissioners Office. This
would include the personal mobile of the clerk if a dedicated parish council phone is not
used. Similarly, there is a data protection risk if a personal device is used for parish
council work.

5. Two factor authentication is an integral part of access to a range of services routinely
used for the administration of a parish council, such as access to the bank account,
setting up payments, accessing the monthly reporting to HMRC via Inland Revenue
software, accessing the government gateway for items such as pensions reporting, VAT
reclaim processing, access to software such as the Microsoft account, anti virus software
account, downloading invoices from suppliers, and recovery password systems/passkeys
are all linked to mobile phone numbers. Any change required if a personal mobile is



used can be difficult and sometimes impossible if the linked phone is not available for
any reason or simply as a result of a staff change.

6. Where a phone is purchased for parish council use, the VAT on that purchase can be
reclaimed by the parish council in the usual way. Similarly, VAT on the monthly charges
for a business SIM can be reclaimed provided, in both cases, the invoice is in the name
of the parish council. This can reduce the cost for the parish council.

Proposal

It is proposed that Dinedor Parish Council considers acquiring a mobile phone for use by the
clerk for parish council work.

Options
1. The purchase of a low cost mobile phone handset with a separate sim only contract.

e Might be the most cost effective option, depending upon the specification of the
handset representing a one-off purchase cost for the handset and a monthly charge
(usually payable by direct debit) for the sim.

e The handset can be covered by parish council insurance, subject to any policy excess.

e Approximate budget for a low to mid range handset in the region of up to around
£200.00

e Most sim only contracts are for 12 or 24 months with the price varying according to
the data limit. For example, for a 24 month contract with tesco mobile (other
suppliers are available) charges range from £7.50 per month for 2g data to £25 per
month for unlimited data. In both cases, these contracts include unlimited calls and
data.

e Indicative first year (2026/7) start up cost therefore would be in the region of £200 —
£250 for the year. Thereafter estimated annual sim only costs would be in the
region of £100.00, excluding VAT

2. For astandard 24 or 36 month mobile phone contract to include handset and sim, prices
range from around £14 per month to around £50.00 per month for a top of the range
handset. Estimated annual cost therefore from around £170.00 - £600.00. Contract
terms do vary and may include a guarantee of no increases during the duration of the
contract.



Dinedor Parish Council
Meeting held on Tuesday 18" August 2026
Agenda item 20: Local Council Elections

Elections for Herefordshire Council and all town and parish councils in Herefordshire will
take place on Thursday 6" May 2027. All town and parish councillors for parishes within
Herefordshire will stand down, regardless of when elected or co-opted to the parish council
and will be required to put themselves forward for re-election if they wish to do so. A
timetable will be published by the Elections Office in Herefordshire Council early in the New
Year which will confirm the dates when nomination papers will be available and how and
when they can be delivered to the Elections Office when completed.

Dinedor Parish Council has five available seats for councillors. If more than five candidates
present themselves for election there will be a contested election and vote by the public. If
five or less candidates present themselves for election, those submitting nomination forms
will be deemed to be automatically elected. If less than three candidates submit valid
nomination papers, those candidates will be deemed to be elected but the parish council
will be inquorate and unable to function. Herefordshire Council will be required to appoint
councillors to make a minimum number so that co-options can take place to reach the
minimum number for the council to be able to function. This can be a process that takes
some time and in some cases, expense.

A parish council can only act in accordance with its specific legal powers but the ability to
operate under General Power of Competence widens the potential scope of the work that
the council is able to undertake for the benefit of residents. One of the criteria for using
General Power of Competence is that at the election a minimum of two thirds of the parish
council is elected. Therefore, a minimum of 4 candidates will be required for Dinedor to be
in a position to use General Power of Competence following the election.

The purpose of this agenda item is therefore to note the election date and to consider
what steps might be required to encourage eligible candidates to put themselves forward
for election next May.

Other election considerations:
e Pre-election period

The publication of the Notice of Election (expected to be on 8" March) signifies the
start of the pre-election period, sometimes referred to as “purdah”. During this
period the parish council is not permitted to undertake any publicity or act in any
way which might be deemed to be supporting (or otherwise) candidates for the
election, whether existing councillors or prospective councillors. Whilst business can
continue as usual, councils are recommended not to start any new projects,
undertake any consultations, publish any documents that might be deemed to be



supporting any political party or candidate. Detailed guidance will be available
nearer the time.

After the election

Regardless of whether there is an actual vote, all existing councillors remain as
councillors until midnight on the fourth day after the election. At 12.01 on the
schedule date, all elected candidates are deemed to take office although a
Declaration of Acceptance of Office must be signed in front of the Proper
Officer/Parish Clerk before each elected member can take their place at a Council
meeting. This applies whether the elected member is a returning member or
entirely new to the parish council.

The first meeting of the parish council in an election year must be held within 14
working days of the date of the election. Currently our May 2027 meeting date has
been agreed as Tuesday 18" May which meets that requirement. The first item on
the agenda for that meeting is the election of a Chair for the forthcoming year and
this election is presided over by the former Chair, whether re-elected or not, if
available.



